Since bacteriocins of mycobacteria could be demonstrated by our technique, bacteriocin classification of rapidly growing mycobacteria was attempted. The results coincide well with those obtained by other methods of classifying and differentiating these organisms.
showed the widest sensitivity spectrum and was sensitive even t o the bacteriocin produced by itself.
The "streak-plate" method (1) on heart in fusio n-agar medium containing 4% glycerin and 0.05% Tween 80 was used fordemonstrating mycobacteriocin. After a test organism was grown as a streak for 48 or 72 h r at 37 C on the incubation at 37 C. By using seven indicator strains as stated above, rapidly growing mycobacteria could be grouped into 11 bacteriocin subdivisions ( Table 1) .
The preliminary results of mycobacteriocin classification are shown in The results given here are only preliminary, and some of the bacteriocin classification may undergo further subdivisions even within a species when more indicator strains are found t o be available. However, the present data indicate that bacteriocin production provides an important genetic character useful for both taxonomy and species identification.
